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 The Circle 

Connection Providing opportunities for today’s women of the 
Church to work cooperatively for the missionary and 
charitable needs of the gospel. 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 

them that love Him.        1 Corinthians 2:9 

President’s Message   

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 

When I was a child, growing up in the big city of Manhattan, the most important lesson my mother 
taught me was to stop and look both ways before crossing the street.  You may be snickering because this 
seems such a simple little lesson but in fact it was very useful advice.  Don’t we all go through life many 
times trying to run fast and maneuver hastily in order to dodge oncoming traffic only to get clipped or even 
worse hit head on by that proverbial semi truck (or should I say Toyota Prius…ha! ha!)? 
 In this piece of scripture, Isaiah is telling us to just wait.  When you come to the curbside of life, don’t 
walk right into oncoming traffic.  Just stop and wait upon the Lord.  As parents we want our children to hold 
our hand while crossing the street and our Father in heaven is telling us to hold His hand and wait for His 
prompting.  Not only will we be able to walk safely to the other side of the road but we will be able to run and 
even take off and fly across, escaping the dangers, when we cross with Him.   So sisters, are you holding our 
Lord’s hand today?  If not, I say “STOP!”  don’t go any further…just wait where you are and He will meet you 
to help you get to the other side safely. 
  

 
 

 

 by Sis. Alicia Draskovich 
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Current Branch: Hollywood Branch   Branch of Origin: Lockport, New York  
 

Natural employment: I am a second grade teacher 
 

Date of Baptism (month/day/year): May 18, 1997 

 
Tell us about your conversion and baptism:   

That week was very cold, gray, and cloudy…however I prayed for sunshine. God answered my prayers, it was a 
beautiful sunny day with a few clouds. It was cold that day, 45 degrees and the water temperature was about 10 

degrees. Amazing though, the water didn’t feel cold, it’s only when my face went under I felt a little chill and then it 
was gone. My whole body felt very warm. On the other hand, Brother Leonard Benyola said the water was 

freezing! 
 

How old were you? I was 28 years old.  Where were you? Lockport, NY at a local park, we went into Lake Ontario. 
 

What touched your heart?  God touched my heart. 
 

Who baptized and confirmed you? Brother Leonard Benyola baptized me and Brother Joe Perri confirmed me, both 

are from New Jersey. 
 

What did you feel that day? I felt like I was on top of the world… very peaceful, humble and happy. 
 

Share anything else that you think we’d like to know.  When I was a little girl growing up in Lockport, NY I 

attended church with my mom.  I remember as a little girl about 4 or 5 years old, kneeling along side my mom to 
pray and I felt God touch my heart so strongly.  At that moment I knew God was real and listening to me – that 

has never left me. 
 

Were there any experiences had?  Sister Barbara DiNardo said she had a dream that I was going to ask for my 
baptism. 

 

Favorite Hymn (why?): I’ll Fly Away Favorite Scripture (why?):  Philippians 4:5-13 
 

Spiritual exercise:  I feel the most important spiritual exercise I do is taking the time to pray and have quiet time to 
think about God—all the blessings in my life and how good he is to me.  To help me stay strong and endure, I re-

read my favorite scripture and other wise words in the Bible or Book of Mormon that remind me of how good God 

is and that He is always with me wherever I go or whatever I am going through at that moment in my life. 
 

What I love best about The Church of Jesus Christ is:  The love of the brothers and sisters, it feels as though I 
have known them all my life.  Also, how God is able to touch the minds of our teachers and elders to give us a 

message that feels like it’s just for me, when actually it’s for everyone hearing it.  In addition, the great teachers 

and elders that really make you ponder about certain issues/topics relating to the Bible and The Book of Mormon. 
 

What I love best about Ladies’ Circle is: The bonding of sisters… sharing the same love of God and wanting to learn 
the scriptures, friendship, and love for each other. 
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General Ladies Circle 

President’s Message 

April 1, 2010 

Dear Sisters and Friends, 

 

Last month I spoke on the subject “How Important Are You”.  I received from our 

Apostle Liaison, Bro. John Griffith the following on the subject and I would like to 

share it with you.  Bro. John replied: 

 

I am moved by the subject’s content. Please allow me to offer you some personal 

thoughts on this subject.   Genesis 1:26-28 states: 

 

1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth. 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 1:28 And God 

blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 

the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.    

 

Admittedly, man in a natural state seems to have difficulty in recognizing the 

important role of a woman. Although he may realize her value in his life, he still 

struggles with openly acknowledging that importance. I struggle to think what my 

life would be if I didn’t have my 43 year companion and soul-mate to stand 

beside me. Thank God for His knowledge given in scripture. Our Lord’s plan was 

that man and woman would be created differently for the purpose of holding 

different roles. Surely, man and woman are a compliment to each other; 

helpmates. A woman’s God-given characteristic in her ability to nurture is no 

doubt why she is likened to the “Bride of Christ”, one who is able to give care 

even as the Church cares for Christ’s followers. Man was not shown in that light. 

The woman as created by God places her in the first line of importance in the 

Creation story as she along with male were created in the image of their God 

and Creator. It is interesting that as one drifts mentally away from our Lord’s 

plan, it is found necessary to justify or seek one’s position in the life’s chain of 

command. We weren’t given the choice of our gender at birth, but we each have 

the right of choice to be what we would want to be.   

 

Again, drawing upon God’s word, man and woman are equal. She is an equal 

heir to the Kingdom of God. Who we become is the greater question. Natural 

life’s choices have from the time of Adam affected our countenance. Better 

personal decision making compliments God’s creative power where bad choices 

diminishes a godly characteristic.  Although man was created from the Earth and 

the woman from man, there is no scriptural connotation that woman is of lesser 

worth. When called and hopefully accepted into His eternal Kingdom, our body 

is presented as a glorified body, even as God intended from the beginning and 

although there will be an absence of gender in eternity, equality will prevail. 

 

I humbly pray God’s blessing upon our Sisters in hopes they may never forget our 

Heavenly Father’s love, devotion and commitment to both female and male 

during this natural life on earth.  

 

God bless you, 

Bro. John Griffith, Apostle Liaison to the General Ladies’ Uplift Circle 

 

President’s Note: Please share these comments with your sisters and friends. 

 

Sister Karen Progar 
 

 

 

 

Pledge: 

We pledge ourselves to read and search the Scriptures 

and ask God to direct and bless our Ladies' Uplift 

Circle in every way. We will do our duty in visiting the 

sick; we will neither find fault nor offend in word or 

deed, but will be a help to each other and help others 

to the best of our ability. 

Aims: 

To assist The Church of Jesus Christ in its Missionary 

work, especially among God's Covenant People, the 

American Native and also among the Gentiles. 

To promote a close fellowship among sisters throughout 

the Church by praying and sharing their problems and 

joys with one another. 

To attract nonmembers of the Church. 

To provide wholesome, beneficial study of God's 

Word and opportunities for meaningful service. 

 

 
Honey Herb Pork 

 Ingredients 
¶ 1 cup ginger ale  

¶ 1/2 cup prepared mustard  

¶ 1/2 cup honey  

¶ 2 tablespoons canola oil  

¶ 2 tablespoons onion powder  

¶ 1-1/2 teaspoons dried rosemary, crushed  

¶ 1 teaspoon salt  

¶ 1 teaspoon garlic powder  

¶ 1/4 teaspoon pepper  

¶ 2 pork tenderloins (1 pound each)  

Directions 
-In a small bowl, combine the first nine ingredients. 
Pour 1 cup marinade into a large re-sealable plastic 
bag; add the pork. Seal bag and turn to coat; 
refrigerate for at least 1 hour. Cover and refrigerate 
remaining marinade for basting.  
-Coat grill rack with cooking spray before preparing 
the grill for indirect heat. Drain and discard marinade 
from pork. Grill, covered, over indirect medium heat 
for 25-30 minutes or until a meat thermometer reads 
160°, basting occasionally with reserved marinade. 
Let stand for 10 minutes before slicing. Serve with 
any remaining marinade if desired. Yield: 6 servings.  
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Love locks us together, 
 and prayer is the key.  

United together  
is what we must be.  

We all need each other 
 to love and to care.  
Ah]xl [e^llbg`l pbee _heehp 

 Zg] Ah]xl eho^ we will share. 

 

SISTER PAL PROGRAM 

 

Finally, itõs here & the program kick off is June 1, 2010.  If you signed up, please 

participate. This program is to stir up our area sisterhood, creating stronger ties amongst 

us. This program can be used as a tool to help you discover a new lifelong friendship. 

Our first activity is a getting to know you type activity. Weõre calling it a Sister Spotlight 

Interview. Packets will be distributed by your local presidents. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The intent of the program is to allow the sisters in our area to get to know one another on 

a deeper, more personal and spiritual level and to enhance the bond of unity in Godõs 

love. Periodically, an activity, survey, scripture or question will be presented that the sister 

pals can work on together. They will vary in topic & type and will hopefully spark some 

creative interaction between each sister pal couple. Sisters will primarily connect and 

communicate via email.  However regular mail, phone call or in person is also an option 

for those sisters who do not use email or prefer to communicate by other means. 
 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ 

SE Region Ladies Circle 
DonŖt forget to visit the Proverbs 31 WomenŖs Blog at 

http:/ /generalladiescircle.blogspot.com/ 
 

NOTICE: If anyone has an idea for a future activity- please share it by sending an email to 

one of our sister chairpersons: Sister Carol Griffin @ CJAGRIFFIN@aol.com and/ or Sister 

Deb Gonzalez @ gonzalez_family_6@yahoo.com. Be sure to indicate on the subject line- 

Sister Pal Program idea. Remember sisters- this is your Sister Pal Program therefore all ideas 

for activities will be considered and are appreciated. Y 

 
Mark your calendar £ 

Joint SAMBA and Area Circle Conference Labor Day Weekend 

September 4
th

 & 5
th

 in Forrest Hills « more details to follow  

 

http://generalladiescircle.blogspot.com/

